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"Theydo"saidthePSOenthusiastically."Theyturn ^jg^ 

into bacon, lovely, sweetBritish bacon.. -andhams... *S***5**S^ 

androasts...and..." &t< > $ f §%>**°^ 

"You don't mean tosayyou..." cried Alice. / v <^ 

"Ido"saidthePSO"that'swhatrminbusinessf 

"PIG!!!" said 1 Alice indignantly. l^^ y 
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THE EARLY FIFTIES ARE WHAT I REMEMBER FIRST. AMERICA 
had always been a society of diverse subcultures-even if it 
was dominated by Betsy Ross Anglo moneyed types of the 
New England states. The northeasterners controlled the 
nation's money and the politics and they wrote the official 
history. But America was just too sprawled out for them to 
dominate the earthy life styles of a brawling young nation. 
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e people my age were growing up ill the earlyM 
hud flipped into this wliole manic trip of nr"-" 



dags status symbol.-;, ..nn^iik-iiijiis ronsuniption, and button-downl 
Our parents, psychologically destroyed by ther 
world crises of \ he urcvimis : ■■v.j diradas, v.-s-va conn- 1 ™ fl *™™-l 
feed by the Bavnum & Bailey promoters of the n> 
from New York! 

When I think of American 'culture' in those days J think ■ 
of gleaming pr I ivu ddy '.r r .\~i.w.f, blond furniture, r 

ten inch TV sets, Milton Berle and sensuous mounds of polished ( 
steel which evoked images of Marilyn Monn 

I remember too the B movies produced by the wierdos from| 
Hollywood— Anglos who retained some of the Western adven- 

;-.:■. ■■ ■.-:■.;,■ ■■: '■ ■■■■!(■■:■ ■ ': ■■ ■ ":'.. ■.-;■■ :■: :■.■:.■:■■ :■■'.■: r '■: : !!"=. 

motorcycles and hot rods to hell. But all that stuff, we were 
sternly reminded, had given way to the Clean Machine. 

Those wierd cultures belonged to tha past now. We were 
discouraged from going to the movies too much, or reading too 
many comic boobs. Fantasy was to be rationed Sfea chocolate 

But even then— unbeknownst to anybody— while anr Mlnbit 
parents watched movies for 'escape'— deep down we identified. | 
V.Y- I; in i:\jiv: ■:■!!. We came ii; our ;-aiiis. We really wanted tc " 
James Dean riding to the death in a custom chop hot rod. 

1 suppose 'culture 1 as our parents identified it in the early | 
fifties had somotlib ij; Li> do '.villi Ruin* iu AiirIu dmrches on Sun 
dav .iiurmiip-. and pledging alliance to ib,-; flat 'a-i'.,.:: Iwitr.i: 
room and baseball game.-. But ii had oven more to do with biL 
red coca-coia signs in (early) - L i:;\vlir;.ioHc skirling circles, and| 
chromed hoot! ornament* of cliai-jring rams and rocket 38s. 

For the new America was the society of fuel injected change, I 
Progress wi 

Americans fled their past like it was a disease. Space and PS 

■■;■■,.. i ■■■■■■■■-■■ ■ ■■ ■ '■'■■'■' 'li ■ l '" !: : ■■■■■■■ 

—better, mora. Tln-v ll L.r'.t iu iVrirrt their own 'lower class' P 
;=b Ihcy -trovo l'i:i- 'rasp liability.' But they couldn't find sal is- 

faction in the present, because after they got al' * K - - 

machines and split level homes and cars and boa 
time they were still unhappy. 

Insecurity still. chewed at their S( 
would stave off this anxiety. A more 
are we protected enough? Pi-rhai:-; 
the answer. Ah— the kids are the ans 
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